v*                 CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

of faith. < This fact of salvation experienced by faith
cannot be made untrue by any critical conclusions
whatever.'

We are not ignorant of the reception which this
doctrine of subjectivity commonly meets in England.
The objection to it is that after all we may have
nothing on which we can really depend. Our minds
may only project illusions, and our inner consciousness
may have no objective answer in the real world. But
we must take the facts of religion as they are. This
internal certainty may not be all that we could wish it
to be; but we are not on that account to make it less
than it is, or invent an external certainty which does
not exist. Eeligion in its true essence has ever come
from within. It has been preserved by Mystics and
Pietists, and most successfully preached by saints and
prophets to whom the conviction of its truth was its
power to renew the life. That which a man feels is
to Tirm the greatest certainty.

Let Protestant England learn from Protestant Ger-
many that the principle of resting Christianity on the
formal canon of Scripture is hopeless. Let all theories
of inspiration be dismissed, and the books which com-
pose the Scriptures be received as what they are and
what they profess to be. If this were done, the
common reason of mankind would reject all such
theories as that of Strauss concerning the Gospels, and
all imaginary biographies of Jesus, like that by M.
Eenan. Every theory concerning the Scriptures would
be suspected just according to the measure of the
ingenuity with which it is supported. It is time that
we in England, especially the clergy and all teachers